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http://www.sienna-web.com

Sienna is an avant-garde EDM artist who is currently based in Norway but
originally hails from Japan. Her music is an inventive meld of electronica,
house, jazz and traditional-contemporary Japanese. She has performed
extensively across Europe over a 10 year period as both a performer and DJ.
She has collaborated with renowned artists like Nils Petter Molvaer, a
psychedelic trumpeter from Norway, Mick Karn, an English bassist (now
deceased) and famous group The Crazy World of Arthur Brown, whom she
opened for in the UK on several occasions.

This song, What Matters, is a wonderful showcase for her unique musical
sound. It’s a six minute alternative electronica track that floats serenely overa
blissfully laid back beat. Starting with Sienna’s evocative and distinctive vocals,
she is joined by sparse but effective percussion and pulsing kick as well as
subtle, ethereal synths. We also hear an exotic, Japanese instrument somewhat
reminiscent of a sitar.

As the song progresses, the arrangement builds gradually with flourishes of
delay-drenched piano and around the four minute mark the drums progress
to a full beat. This languid groove syncs perfectly with the vocal melody,
which is augmented by tight backing harmonies.

At the five minute mark prominent strings played in quartal harmony take
over, bringing the music to a haunting conclusion. Lyrically, it is rather
poignant, about letting go of the pain from a romantic relationship with
acceptance: “Some scars don’t fade or heal easily....may you be a bird to fly high and

free.”,

Overall, this is a highly original piece of alternative electronica which captures
Sienna’s unique artistry as a singer, songwriter, musician and producer. She
has developed her own style and signature sound, though natural reference
points would be the cinematic and dreamy sound of Lana Del Rey, along with
the avant garde eclecticism of Bjork. Hopefully, enough people will get to
experience the magical Sienna sound as she deserves to be widely heard and
appreciated for her intoxicating, innovative art. I look forward to hearing
more of her work in the future.

VERDICT =9 out of 10
Alex Faulkner
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